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“A camera is the most dangerous thing to carry” - Arjun Swaminathan 

 

 
 

Native Picture is an organisation that deals with the life of tribes, various indigenous communities 

and even nomads, photographing them and telling the world their stories. It was an honour to have 

Mr Arjun Swaminathan of Native Picture share his experience in the field.  

 

The students of 4 MAMCS - Multimedia Journalism participated in the interactive session with 

Mr Arjun, asking questions about opportunities and also about his professional experience. Mr. 



Arjun specialises in stories that one doesn’t see so often. He shared many anecdotes on different 

projects he worked on. Being a photographer and filmmaker, he told us about the process through 

which he connects with the people and how he gets the story. “Everything starts with having a 

conversation. A camera is the most dangerous thing to carry...once you take it out, people freeze 

and say, ‘Hey, what are you doing?’” he said during the lecture.  

 

Apart from photography, Mr Arjun also started a discussion on the condition of journalism today, 

stating that Livemint, Deccan Herald and a few others are the only ones with their journalistic 

sensibility intact. He also said that many of us have lost the art of listening and the news channels 

are an example of that.  

 

Slow journalism was another topic that was introduced during 

the session, where a story is published a week or ten days after 

the event, giving more information, facts and even opinions in 

some cases. This is done to have a more impactful piece, where 

it could lead to changing the thoughts of a reader.  

 

Mr. Arjun shared his experience in Jharkhand, where he asked 

a tribal priest what ‘development’ was according to him. He 

replied saying that “protection is development.” Similarly in 

Tumkur, a man told him that development is “when you invest 

Rs 10 and get Rs 100 in return.” In a larger sense, he also spoke 

about how the real effects of climate change are faced by the 

people who live outside the city. He explained this by giving us 

a glimpse of his work in Odisha, where a community comes 

together to harvest the crop. When there is an excess, a strand 

of it is placed in the door of the house. Thus, people who want 

it could collect it from those houses with excess crop.  

 

The session ended with some Q&A, where issues like opportunities in the field and the skills one 

needs to be a photographer and a journalist were discussed. It was insightful and informative. The 

students found the class interesting as there were new concepts and techniques to learn from.   
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